Hillsborough School

Toddler Goals
18 — 24 months

Self-Concept and Self Reliance

Children develop skills which will enable them to function on their own. Developing confidence and self-
assurance in new situations, without the assistance of a parent, increases a child’s self-esteem. Children
become secure and self-assured in knowing they can, with their new skills, have their needs met within
the classroom environment.

e Development of the belief that parents will return to school to pick them up
Encourage child to express their feelings about their environment verbally
Educate the child about their classroom surroundings, rules and norms
Learn appropriate cooperative group behaviors
Learn to express oneself verbally in order to get needs met
Learn basic self-reliant hygiene practices and mealtime skills
Develop a belief that each child has their own unique and special place within the classroom
Learn basic body parts
Develop awareness of the self, family, friends and the importance of citizenship
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Language Development

As a child’s language skills develop so does their understanding of the world around them. Children who
are able to express themselves and feel as if they are understood become confident and self-assured.
Issues regarding discipline problems decrease in the direct relationship to a child’s ability to express
themselves.
e Develop, expand and refine vocabulary and sentence structuring through gentle instruction and
redirection
Encourage verbal interaction between peers and teaching staff
Develop questioning skills
Develop the child’s ability to comprehend simple instructions and stories
Develop pre-reading skills through story time and access to books
Encourage child to “wonder” verbally about the world around them
Refine difficult to understand speech by modeling and gentle redirection
Increase child’s comprehension skills through open-ended questions and evaluation
Learn to repeat songs, rhythms and finger plays
Learn first name and those of their peers
Learn to describe happenings, simple cause and effects
Learn to name common objects in a story picture
Expand vocabulary by introducing new learning opportunities and experiences

Cognitive/Academic Development

Children begin at the toddler level to develop and acquire academic knowledge which will continue
throughout their school life. The building block to future academic learning begins in toddler class. The
child’s self-esteem and belief that they are a “great learner” is as important to nurture during this time as
the academics themselves. Teaching academics and cognitive development, with the child’s self esteem
as the emphasis, creates bright, enthusiastic and inquisitive students. Children love to learn and become
part of a “grown up” world through acquiring knowledge. :




Learn numbering concept

Count numbers 1-5

Learn primary colors

Learn basic shapes

Saying 10-20 words

Saying 2 or more words in a sentence

Develop a 10-minute attention span and be able to stay on task to the completion of a project
Learn to follow a two command verbal direction

Know verbally (some may vary) their own name and the names of classmates

Creativity/Critical Thinking/Music

Young children learn, adapt and grow through exploration and play. Creative experience, music and
social play teach young children many things and expand their critical thinking abilities. Children learn to
be creative, expressive and active participants within the learning process.
e Learn to interact in “symbolic play” with peers
Act out simple stories and participate in dramatic play
Can assemble and play with age appropriate manipulatives
Learn to follow directions in assembling simple craft projects
Learn to scribble
Learn to draw a circle
Learn to create and assemble collage pieces
Learn to paint with a brush
Learn to color with crayons
Learn to use a variety of artistic mediums

Learn basic critical thinking concepts, i.e. what works, how it fits, what is missing and what is
needed

Learn to sing along with a group

Learn to follow along with active musical games and finger plays

Learn basic concepts of melody, beat and rhythm

Learn and memorize age appropriate learning based, seasonal and holiday songs
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Gross Motor/Fine Motor

The child’s physical development is directly related to all other areas of a child’s development. As

children learn different physical skills, they also expand their perceptual development.
* Able to take off an item of clothing by themselves

Jump with two feet

Clap to a rhythm, beat or pattern

Walk, run, climb without help

Walks up and down stairs alone

Able to walk on a straight line and follow a maze pattern

Can throw and catch a ball

Able to turn pages of a book

Able to manipulate clay

Learn to control crayons/pencils

Learn to use scissors

Learn to manipulate and assemble age-appropriate puzzles and manipulatives




